Most healthy individuals display a subtle spatial attentional bias, exhibiting relative inattention for stimuli on one side of the visual field, a phenomenon known as pseudoneglect. Prior work in animals and patients has implicated dopamine in spatial attention asymmetries. The current study therefore examined -in healthy individuals -the relationship between the attentional bias and spontaneous eye-blink rate (EBR), a putative measure of central dopaminergic function. We found that those individuals, who blinked more often under resting conditions, displayed greater preference for the right side of the visual display in a subsequent attention task. This finding may support the idea that the observed attentional bias in healthy individuals reflects asymmetries in dopaminergic circuits, and corroborates previous findings implicating dopamine in spatial attention.
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Introduction
Following unilateral brain damage, patients often display a spatial attentional bias towards the side of the lesion, and reduced awareness of stimuli on the other side of space (Heilman, Watson, & Valenstein, 1985) . Interestingly, healthy individuals display similar, although generally more subtle attentional biases, reflecting the phenomenon of pseudoneglect (Nicholls, Bradshaw, & Mattingley, 1999) . For example, the greyscales (GS) task, which has been shown to be sensitive to pathological attentional biases in patients, also revealed biases in spatial attention in healthy individuals (Mattingley et al., 2004) . In this task, individuals are required to indicate which of two, mirror-reversed, incrementally shaded rectangles, from dark on one side to light on the other, appears overall darker. Although the two rectangles are equal in luminance, healthy individuals designate the rectangle that is darker on the left-hand side as darker overall on about two-thirds of trials (Nicholls et al., 1999) . This consistent leftward bias is thought to reflect the preferential activation of the right hemisphere, due to the spatial component of the brightness comparison, which induces a contralateral bias of attention (Kinsbourne, 1993 overall, healthy individuals show a leftward bias, there is large individual variability in the magnitude and direction of the attentional bias, with a small percentage of individuals (about 15%) showing a bias towards the right side of space (Nicholls et al., 1999; Tomer, 2008) . Using the GS task, Tomer (2008) recently reported a consistent magnitude and direction of attentional bias across two separate testing sessions in healthy individuals, suggesting that this bias may reflect an individual trait. Based on findings in patient populations and animal studies, it has been suggested that the observed attentional bias in healthy individuals may reflect asymmetries in dopaminergic circuits (Tomer, 2008) . First, improvement of neglect behavior has been reported in patients treated with a dopamine (DA) agonist (Fleet, Valenstein, Watson, & Heilman, 1987) . Second, it has been shown that intact rats consistently orient contralaterally to the striatum with higher DA activity and that, following unilateral DA depletion induced by 6-OHDA, both rats (Glick & Shapiro, 1985) and marmoset monkeys (Milton, Marshall, Cummings, Baker, & Ridley, 2004) exhibit an acute unilateral syndrome, similar to contralesional spatial neglect resulting from an experimentally induced middle cerebral artery stroke. Third, studies in both healthy children and children with attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) have reported associations with variants of the dopamine transporter gene (DAT1) and the control of spatial attention across the hemifields (Bellgrove et al., 2007; Bellgrove, Gill, Hawi, Kirley, & Robertson, 2005) . Lastly, in ADHD, left-sided
